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Dog Park Resources              
Prepared for National Parks and Recreation Association  October 2004
Contact dogpeople@comcast.net for an electronic copy with click through links
Action Models for Municipalities

http://www.mc-mncppc.org/parks/facilities/dog_park_proposal.PDF Montgomery County, MD

http://www.city.davis.ca.us/pcs/misc/pdfs/dogpark-2001oct18-min.pdf  Davis, California

http://www.ci.campbell.ca.us/Search/SearchResults.asp Campbell, CA Dog Park Action Documents

http://www.culvercitydogpark.org/main/004_History.cfm  Evolution of a Dog Park 

http://www.urbanadogpark.org/dogpac/ Urbana, Illinois

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gmp/masongmpframe.htm Fairfax, VA Dog Park Master Plan

http://www.co.fairfax.va.us/parks/offleash.htm  Fairfax County, VA. Dog Parks

http://www.city.toronto.on.ca/animal_services/leashfree_process.htm Process for Leash Free Areas in Toronto 

http://www.adn.com/alaska/story/5527638p-5463008c.html Anchorage, Alaska: Five Experimental Dog Parks

http://www.lcfpd.org/preserves/index.cfm?fuseaction=preserves.viewActDetail&object_id=130 Large Open Spaces Near Chicago

http://www.ebparks.org/dropdown/dogs.htm  Open Space with 90,000 acre allows off-leash dogs in most areas
http://www.cedar-rapids.org/animal/dogpark.asp Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

http://www.stlouispark.org/Publications/DogParkMeeting.pdf  Public Meeting, St. Louis, MO

http://www.sfgov.org/site/recpark_page.asp?id=2180  Conflict in San Francisco

http://www.sfdog.org/articles/sfdog_policy_pr.htm Conflict in San Francisco http://www.sfspca.org/news/cityrec_2.shtml  Conflict in San Francisco

.delmarvanow.com/oceanpines/stories/20040922/1282910.html http://www  Member owned dog park stopped by neighbors

Carrying Capacity Important in Dog Park Planning
http://www.ur-net.com/aadogs/erosion.htm
http://www.ci.menlo-park.ca.us/commissions/park/reports/dogreport.pdf  Detailed report on dog park developments and chart comparing many dog park facilities  in San Francisco Peninsula area

Dog Park Overview, Manuals and Studies

http://www.dogparksusa.org/manual.htm So You Want To Build a Dog Park, 375 page manual for municipalities  http://www.dogparksusa.org/manual.htm

http://www.nrpa.org/content/default.aspx?documentId=1022  Cause for Paws from NRPA  July 2004  also “Illinois Dog Park Survey” Parks and Recreation, September 1, 2000
Planning Parks for Pets from NRPA. Cost: About $17.00

http://www.freeplay.org/case.html  Freeplay’s classic study, “A Case for Space” in reference to park space for dog owners.  

www.fidocarolina.org Power Point presentation on establishing dog parks

dogparkprofessionals-subscribe@yahoogroups.com A new discussion group for dog park professionals
http://www.dogromp.org/ROMPProducts/DogParkProducts/Default.asp#brochures  educational material ready for your agency imprint
General Dog Park Resources
Park Professionals concerned with dog parks can exchange information with others at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/dogparkprofessionals
Excellent  database, to review dog park issues. Must join the Yahoo group to view database http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Dogpark-National-News/--
http://www.cityofdogs.com/dogparkfacts.html Dog Park Facts and Myths

http://www.deltasociety.org/dsx307.htm Benefit of socializing with dogs to the elderly

http://www.deltasociety.org/dsz209.htm No more conflict of interest about outdoor space

 

http://www.ci.poway.ca.us/dogpark/startone.htm Start a Dog Park

 

http://www.akc.org/pdfs/GLEG01.pdf Establishing a Dog Park in Your Community from American Kennel Club (AKC)

http://www.akc.org/dic/clubs/rdo/rdo_event_search.cfm Responsible Dog Ownership Day

http://annarbordog.com/parks.cfm  Private Dog Parks- A Growing Trend

http://www.minneapolisparks.org/documents/permits/olrapplication.pdf Permits for Dog Park Use

http://www.charmeck.org/NR/rdonlyres/epajbmfsmgpdh6rgjcyzcxdre33vqzrcx633ma3urzoxlnh6z3s3h657tfrrvi6ziqx4cw5nbqmrrkdrbqhkbg6knsh/10PoochPassApplication.pdf Permits
http://www.ur-net.com/aadogs/liabilit.htm  Summary of liability from informal survey

http://www.nacpro.org/Design/archives/dog.htm  Brief statements on liability and on design
Dog Park News Reported Online:  Dogpark-National-News-subscribe@yahoogrouops.com
Places with Good Dog Park Websites

http://www.ci.eugene.or.us/parks/AltonBaker/a_dog_park.htm Park District Success Story

http://www.minneapolisparks.org/default.asp?PageID=851  Multiple Dog Parks in Minneapolis

http://www.marinhumanesociety.org/cr_dog_parks.html Overview of a Community:  Multiple Dog Park Partnerships

http://www.co.greene.oh.us/parks/parks_&_facilities.htm Greene County Ohio

http://www.ebparks.org/dropdown/dogs.htm 90,000 acre Open Space allows off-leash dogs in most areas

http://www.charleston.net/stories/081803/loc_18dogpark.shtml County Park System Plans Multiple Dog Parks. Charleston, South Carolina

http://www.city.toronto.on.ca/parks/dogs.htm Toronto Provides Extensive Off-Leash Access in Dozens of Parks

http://southbaydogparks.org/info/dogparks.html Dozens of San Francisco Area Parks Described 

with Links

http://www.dogromp.org/ Extensive Off Leash Information from the Twin Cities

http://www.culvercity.org/uploads/minutes/84200494248AMJuly04.html.doc Culver City California Successful Fundraising and Partnerships

http://www.nycdog.org/index.html New York City Dog Park Resources

Design and Equipment
Decomposed Granite—Favored Surface 
http://www.graniteconstruction.com/new/operations/branch/index.cfm
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1145/is_12_38/ai_112358063
 from NRPA magazine December 2003

http://www.houstondogpark.org/locations.htm
http://home.earthlink.net/~ejlmp/fcdr.html   Granite and a new product called Field Turf

Other Equipment
http://www.ur-net.com/aadogs/erosion.htm Carrying Capacity Important in Dog Park Planning

http://www.ci.eugene.or.us/parks/altonbaker/dog_park.htm Site sketch and community information

http://www.leisuremore.com/DogParkSolutions/dogparks.htm Dog waste /poop clean up bags--one of many sources
http://www.fidocourse.com Pet Park Equipment

http://www.rockvillemd.gov/cip/kingfarmpark.htm Hires Design Consultant for New Park including Dog Park

http://www.asla.org/lamag/lam04/January/practice.html Landscape Architecture Magazine article summary

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/parks/chap/ChapExpansion.asp Scottsdale, Arizona Expands Dog Park to Four Acres

http://www.ci.arvada.co.us/forms/14473dog-park.pdf Arvada Site Plan

http://www.athleticturf.net/athleticturf/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=123836 Links to other sites

Lots more information on many of the “places” websites listed above

Surface choices: turf, decomposed granite, wood chips
Rules for Dog Parks
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Parks/OffLeashAreas/default.asp
http://www.dupageforest.com/RECREATION/dogs.html#Rules
http://www.urbanadogpark.org/dogpac/ Urbana Illinois  Lots of Rules
http://www.dogromp.org/ROMPProducts/DogParkProducts/Default.asp#brochures

Most of the above “places” show rules on their websites

Continue to Next Page for Contact People

Dog Park Resource People

California

Nancy Duarte, NRPA Panel Speaker

Parks and Recreation Commissioner, Antioch California

925-779-7070

California

Ted Medina
Chief Deputy Director, Community Parks Division 1

San Diego, California
619  221-8910
TMedina@sandiego.gov
Emily Rosenberg, Co Founder CalDOG
dogpeople@comcast.net  800-466-8446

Florida

David Demarest, Operations Supervisor  Provides Extensive Resource Packet

Sarasota County Florida

Phone 941-915-1160

ddemarest@co.sarasota.fl.us
Florida

 John Holland ,Director of Park and Recreation for 
the City of Winter Park, Florida. 407-599-3334 

JHolland@ci.winter-park.fl.us
Iowa
David Kramer, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Davek@cedar-rapids.org/recreation
319-286-5731

Maine

Denise Albert, Director Parks and Recreation for

Portland, Maine

dca@ci.portland.me.us 

Michigan

Sue Wells
Chief of Recreation, Oakland Michigan
www.co.oakland.mi.us
New York

Josephine Pittari, Chief of
Operations for Prospect Park.  

JPittari@prospectpark.org  718 287-1890

Rhode Island

Susan Cooper, Newport Rhode Island

scooper@cityofnewport.com
401-846-1398

Texas

Gordon Robertson: 817- 459-5474
robertsongd@ci.arlington.tx.us
Considerations in Creating Dog Parks – Outline

By Kristie Maloney, Dog Park Advocate

antiochdogowners@aol.com

I. Amenities

A. Size

1. Minimum of one acre, recommended capacity of 25 dogs per acre

2. Larger = less harm to resources (e.g. turf), supply more likely to meet demand, more use of money spent on amenities (similar for all sizes of parks)

3. Accommodate dog/dog play as well as dog/human activities (fetch, jogging, etc.)

B. Fencing

1. 4 - 6+ feet recommended, extend to ground

2. Chain-link with vinyl coating (green may be more aesthetically pleasing): crimp bottom to avoid injuries, or wrought-iron: adjust pointy pickets

3. Divider to close off areas for events, lawn repair, etc., removable yet sturdy and fully-enclosed separation between various enclosures for special events, maintenance

4. Decrease in visibility

a. Between enclosures (e.g. large and small dog) may be reduced (e.g. via wood slots in fence) to prevent fence aggression or desire to escape

b. Near entrances may reduce noisy greetings

C. Gate/ entryway

1. Lockable

2. Self-closing, double-gated prevents escapes and facilitates wheelchair access

3. Should be separate entrances to small and large dog enclosures

4. To reduce wear on ground cover, maximize distance between gates and center of activity and provide multiple entrances

5. Locate near parking lot to help elderly and handicapped, and to prevent noise by anxious greeters

6.  Keep out of corners to prevent dogs and owners from being cornered

D. Electronic access

1. SecuraKey (http://www.securakey.com) most frequently used in dog park system- ability to deprogram keys if not returned upon expiration of membership

2. Preferable to allow access for city- or county-wide parks

3. Annual dues raise money for park maintenance, establish funds for future parks, park system

4. Provides security and statistics by recording a log of park users

5. Prevents loitering, discourages irresponsible owners (due to requirements of proof of licensing and vaccinations/titers), protects park equipment

6. Fees: $20-75/year; charge per household or reduced fee for additional dogs; fees for additional keys; one-day, monthly, seasonal passes; increased fee (up to double) for non-city or county residents

7. Example program outline- http://www.fidocarolina.org/images/poochpass.htm, Sample Application: http://www.fidocarolina.org/dogpark/annualpoochpassinstructionsform.pdf
E. Multiple enclosures

1. Separate enclosures for small and large dogs (small dog side usually has 30 lb limit and is ~1/4 size of large dog side)

2. Additional enclosures for agility/events/training, wet areas, etc.- used as main park if repair/ maintenance is needed in usual enclosure

F. Location

1. Buffer zone from neighbors

2. Location and boundaries should be clearly marked

3. Not isolated, but protected from arterial traffic and environmentally friendly

Safe, no hazards- e.g. steep cliffs, foxtail grass, glass, syringes, poison oak or other dangerous plants (examples listed at http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/dogs/plant_cat.html, http://www.uexplore.com/health/poisonplants.htm, http://www.hsus.org/ace/11777) 

G. Surface

1. Grass

a. Soft (on running, skidding dog pads, falling humans), aesthetically pleasing

b. Strong drought- and wear-resistant varieties preferred

c. May attract insects (maintain as needed)

2. Decomposed granite (DG)

a. Sterile, fine consistency, often used to create paths or in areas of heavy activity (e.g. entryways)

b. Hose down weekly to prevent dust

H. Lawn maintenance

1. Park usually closed one day per week (or additional hours as needed) and on any day calling for inclement weather

2. Sprinkler system

3. Weed control- avoid using weed whackers (which damage fencing) or spraying toxins at fence borders, instead create a pathway along fence by lining 3-4 feet wide with decomposed granite

4. Gopher control (e.g. non-lethal prevention such as windmills) to prevent digging

I. Drainage

1. Prevent mud puddles, accumulation of urine, etc., throughout park, which stress ground cover

2. Important near water fountains and rinse stations

J. Water fountains

1. Sizes for adults, children, handicapped, and dogs (human/ canine combo designs available)

2. Example resources: http://www.mostdependable.com, http://www.plumbingsupply.com/petfountains.html
K. Rinse area

1. Needs appropriate drainage and ground cover (e.g. cement)

2. Helpful for heat, first aid, mud/ dust

L. Shade

1. Important, most owners (and eventually dogs) gather under what is available, which can harm resources in that area, so the more the better

2. Trees (especially old, well-established trees) absorb surface moisture by their root systems and add aesthetic appeal (placement recommendations are available)

3. Gazebos and other manmade structures should be stable but portable to reduce wear on surrounding resources

M. Benches

1. Helpful for elderly, also popular with all owners

2. Place a maximum amount in shade, and further away from entrances to avoid concentrating activity there

3. Wood preferable to metal (less damaging to running dogs), design/surface should not allow for appendages to get stuck (e.g. in narrow slots typical of park benches)

4. Portable chairs (lockable at closure and kept near entrance) may help increase use of less popular park areas

N. Picnic tables- if desired, although food should not be brought into dog parks

O. Parking

1. Should be located near park for elderly/ handicapped park users

2. Should not interfere with or disturb neighbors

P. Accessibility

1. Comply with American Disabilities Act requirements

2. User-friendly

Q. Waste receptacles, with hand sanitizers

1. Placed at various locations throughout park and near entrance

2. Place near lockable gates for easy sanitation maintenance

R. Dog-Mitt dispensers

1. Placed at various locations (near waste receptacles) throughout park and near entrance

2. Example resources: http://www.pickupmitts.com, http://www.leisuremore.com/DogParkSolutions/dogparks.htm, http://www.dogtoilet.com/bags.htm, http://www.parktrades.com/buyersguide/default.asp#parksdog, http://www.dogipot.com, http://www.oopsipooped.net, http://www.doggy-bag.com, http://www.crownproductsonline.com/products01A.html
S. Waste scoopers

1. Locked up at closure

2. Placed at various locations (near waste receptacles) throughout park and near entrance

T. Signage- located near entrance

1. Clear, concise, aesthetically pleasing

2. Specify park hours and rules of entry

U. Bulletin board- located near entrance

1. Area for park users to post notices, as well as locked portion for city/ park group notices

2. Used for pamphlets (e.g. dog park behavior tips, rule explanations), event listings, park group information, etc. 

V. Safety area- located near entrance

1. Human and canine first aid kits

2. To diffuse dog fights: high pressure water hoses/guns, water bottles, animal repellant, parting sticks

3. Example resources: http://www.pluspuppy.com/protection.htm, http://www.gentleleader.com/pages.cfm?id=13, http://www.pbrc.net/breaksticks.html
W. Lighting

1. Automatic or timed (e.g. tennis courts)

2. Increases safety (e.g. winter), decreases criminal activity

X. Restrooms- ADA compliant and within reasonable distance from park (for the elderly, handicapped)

Y. Public phones

1. Accessible- increases safety for elderly, children, women, individuals

2. Post listings for Animal Control, Police Department, animal/ human hospitals, as well as proper procedure for reporting incidents 

Z. Storage shed

1. Lockable during closure

2. Holds equipment to repair holes (shovels, fill), fences, and to maintain lawns (hoses, mowers, etc.) 

AA. Digging area- to prevent dogs from digging holes in rest of park

AB. Community chest

1. Lockable during closure

2. Holds balls, toys, water buckets, etc.

AC. Swimming- most frequently requested activity for dogs and amenity for dog parks!

1. Natural resources- ocean, bay, inlet, delta, stream, river, pond, lake

2. Manmade structures- water “pits,”children’s portable swimming pools

AD. Exercise accessories

1. Agility equipment

a. Permanent or locked up when closed

b. Separate enclosure helpful (safer for unfamiliar dogs/ owners)

c. Example resources: http://www.affordableagility.com/home.htm, http://www.contractcon.com/fido/comp_main1.html
2. Bales of straw- stacked for dogs to run through, jump on, etc.

AE. Time-out cage

1. Used to confine rough dogs or those left alone (e.g. during restroom trips)

2. Usually not used/ necessary, as owners prefer to leave the park

Diagrams: nice example of landscaping, multiple enclosures from Palmetto Bay Dog Park in Hilton Head, NC; entryway examples available at http://home.earthlink.net/~ejlmp/dpd.html
II. Example Parks

A.    Size

1.    Lake County, IL- 3rd most populated county in IL, http://www.lcfpd.org/preserves

a. Lake County Forest Preserves, IL- 68 acres: fenced-in, training pens, open fields/ forested areas for hiking

b.    Lindenhurst, Duck Farm- 48 acres, wetlands, open fields

c. Lake Forest, Prairie Wolf- 44 acres, open spaces, pond, training grounds, trails

d. Wauconda, Lakewood- 60 acres, meadows, dog playground, training enclosures

e. Libertyville, Independence Grove- 30 acre, pond, fields and wooded areas

f. Wayne, Pratt’s Wayne Woods- 23 acres

2. Fairbanks, Alaska- 20 acres: in progress

3. Englewood, Colorado- 8.3, 5, 3 acres, also one larger with lake

4. Houston, TX, George Bush Park- 15 acres

5. Concord, CA, Paw Patch- 2.5 acres

6. San Ramon, CA, Memorial Park- 1.3 acres

B. Fencing

1. Chain-link

a. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch; green

2. Wrought iron

a. Washington, D.C.- Dupont Circle

b. Sacramento

C. Electronic access

1. Mecklenburg County, NC- “Pooch Pass” for all county parks, http://www.fidocarolina.org

2. Park Ridge, IL- retroactively charging park users

3. Livingston (township), NJ

D. Multiple enclosures

1. Burlingame, CA- Redwood Shores Dog Park; separate entryways for small & large dog enclosures

2. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch; shared entryway for small & large dog enclosures

E. Surface

1. Grass

a. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch

i. Decomposed granite near entryway, cement near water station

b. Pleasant Hill, CA- Paso Nogal Park

i. Cement near water station

c. San Mateo, CA- Seal Point Park

i.      Serpentine decomposed granite path through park and along perimeter
ii. Using 3 native grasses that need no watering- Idaho fescue, Annual Ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum Lam.), and Creeping Wild Rye (leymus triticoides)

d. Avondale, AZ

i. Water from lake used to irrigate dog park

2. Decomposed granite (DG)

a. San Ramon, CA- Memorial Park Dog Run

F. Drainage

1. Adequate example

a. Richmond, CA- Point Isabel

2. Inadequate examples

a. Pleasant Hill, CA- Paso Nogal Park

b. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch

G. Rinse station

1. Pleasant Hill, CA- Paso Nogal Park

2. Richmond, CA- Point Isabel

H. Shade

1. Trees

a. Pleasant Hill, CA- Paso Nogal Park

2. Manmade structures

a. San Ramon, CA- Memorial Park Dog Run

b. Sam Ramon, CA- Del Mar Dog Park

3. Nonexistent

a. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch (very young trees planted around distant perimeter)

I. Park benches

1. Concord, CA- Newhall Community Park’s Paw Patch; scattered, distant from entryway, but no shade

2. Pleasant Hill, CA- Paso Nogal Park; scattered, distant from entryway, near large trees

J. Lighting

1. Foster City, CA- Dog Park; open until 10pm

K. Swimming

1. Richmond, CA- Point Isabel; bay, inlet

2. San Diego, Ocean Beach, CA- Dog Beach; ocean

3. Englewood, CO- http://members.cox.net/ghs55/EBPruff.html; lake

4. Mill Race Park, UT- http://www.utahdogs.com; pond with beach

5. Burlingame, CA- Redwood Shores Dog Park; 4-5 Ft. concrete square surrounded by a border of 1-2 inch pebbles and a metal or plastic partition from the grass surface
6. Lexington, Kentucky

7. List of 60 cities with dog swim events at Dog Park National News@yahoogroups.com in the Database section
L. Exercise accessories

1. Union City, CA- Drigon Dog Park (agility equipment)

M. Time-out cage

1. Burlingame, CA- Mitchell Park

III. Additional Resources

A. Manual

1. "So You Want to Build A Dog Park? A Comprehensive Guide for Municipalities and Private Entities", 4th ed- 284 pages, $65.00 priority mail via personal check payable to Susyn Stecchi, c/o Dog Parks USA at Sunflower Cove, 1112 S. Elm Ave., Sanford, FL 32771

B. Papers

1. "Planning Parks for Pets," National Recreation and Park Association- $17.50, tel: 703-858-2190

2. "Companions in the Park: Laurel Canyon Dog Park," Landscape, Vol. 31, No. 3, 1992

3. "Dog Parks and Their Benefits," Humane Society of the United States- tel: 202-452-1100

4. "Lassie Go Home," Mary Battiata, Washington Post Magazine, May 30, 1999

5. "Public Open Space and Dogs," www.petnet.com.au/openspace/frontis.html
6. "The Case for Space: An Analysis of Off-Leash Recreation Areas in Los Angeles," www.freeplay.org/casefo.html

C. Videos

1. "The Point Isabel Video Project"- $12 check to Point Isabel Video, Mitch Baum, 3871 Piedmont Ave., Oakland, CA 94611

2. "Your Dog Off Leash"- Santa Barbara DogPac, 5290 Overpass Road, Suite 123, Santa Barbara, CA 93111; (805) 967-1111; dogpacsb@yahoo.com; donation appreciated

3. Lexington Kentucky Dog Park/ Dog Swim Event

D. Catalog

1. Delta Society: 1.800/869.6898; www.deltasociety.org
IV. Recommended Dog Run Health and Safety Rules- People and Dog Etiquette

A. Sanitation

B. Hours

C. Control

D. Leash

E. Entryway courtesy

F. Liability

G. Incident procedures

H. Collars

I. Food, water, (toys)

J. Fighting, aggression

K. Sex considerations

L. Equipment use

M. Noise

N. Children

O. Age & health

P. Licensure

Q. Capacity

R. Digging

S. Wildlife

Include city (or county) ordinance codes if/where appropriate
Considerations in Creating Dog Parks
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Amenities
Size: 1 or more acres- most newer parks lately have been 3-5+ (with small dog park side occupying ~1/4 total size).  A recommendation on the Offleashdogs list server estimated that 25 dogs per acre is appropriate. A smaller area (especially if it is the only facility servicing a wide area- e.g. the East County) quickly finds that supply can’t meet demand. Ideally it should be large enough not only to accommodate human-with-dog recreational activities like walking and jogging, but also to provide enough space where some can spend private time away from the fetch-and-chase set, and the larger the park, the less likely that its resources, such as turf, will suffer from overuse. If possible, include buffer zones from neighbors who might be concerned about barking (However, based on the many dog parks that exist across the U.S. and Canada, it has been found that dog parks are no noisier than children’s playgrounds. Dogs often bark because they can't get what they want. However, dogs in a dog park are getting exactly what they want. Dogs playing in open parks tend not to bark as a result.) If the park is of adequate size, a divider may be helpful to close off a portion of the park from use for special events or to allow worn out grass to be repair. Otherwise, a separate area (third enclosure) to practice agility or obedience (or for special events) could be used as the primary off-leash area when main park needs repair. (A recent anecdote from the Offleashdogs List Server: “If you have a 1/2 mile walk from the parking lot to the off leash area as one of our local parks does after being moved, then people stop coming even to a park that once had a large following. Another park spent 80 grand on a great parking lot, a water line, and lights but it is only 1/2 acre total for 2 enclosures, so nobody comes. I frequently drive right past that park to go to a wooded nature preserve 10 miles further away that has zero amenities. If you are going to spend significant money on amenities, then try and get at least 3 acres to make that investment worthwhile. The lights, water line and parking lot are going to cost the same for a 1 acre park as they do for a 3 acre park.”) (Lake County, IL- 68 acres: completely fenced in/ includes forested areas for hiking/ large open fields/ a couple closed- in pens for training; Fairbanks, Alaska- 20 acres; Englewood, CO- 8.3, 5, 3 acres + 1 larger with lake; Houston, TX- 15 acres)

Fencing: 4- preferably 6'+. green appears to be more visually appealing. Using wood slates to reduce visibility to dogs in park may help near entrance. Chain-link (vinyl-coated) fencing is probably the least expensive; some parks, as in Sacramento and Dupont Circle in Washington, D.C., are looking into other alternatives like wrought iron (downside: pointy pickets). Fencing must extend to the ground and if using chain-link, the bottom must be crimped to avoid injuries to the dogs.

Lockable, self-closing, double-gated entryway: to keep dogs from escaping and to facilitate wheelchair access. Preferably more than one entryway (for shy dogs, and to reduce wear on ground cover near entrances). The distance of the entrance(s) from the main center of dog activity should be maximized. Its location should be near the parking lot so that dogs in the park don't have a chance to watch the new arrivals for too long as they approach the entrance (reduces noisy greetings) (this can also be alleviated by reducing visibility by fencing). Entryways should be located away from corners so dogs cannot be easily cornered upon entry (see design for Redwood Shores Dog Park in Burlingame for example).

Electronic access gated entryways: Swipe cards are used by newer parks across the country (Park Ridge, IL, is now retroactively charging its park users). Access to all city or county dog parks via the electronic system is preferred. Annual dues raise money for park maintenance and establish funds for the creation of future parks (average fees are $20-75/year, with a reduced fee for additional dogs or charge per household, fee for each additional key, and increased fee (up to double) for non-city or county residents, also one-day/monthly passes, with ability to deprogram keys if not returned upon expiration of membership). (e.g. Program outline: http://www.fidocarolina.org/images/poochpass.htm, Sample Application: http://www.fidocarolina.org/dogpark/annualpoochpassinstructionsform.pdf) Provides a method of “tracking” park users (may help with insurance concerns should an incident occur), prevents unwanted individuals from loitering in park, discourages less responsible owners from bringing dangerous or ill dogs (requires owners to sign a release form and provide proof of licensing and vaccinations to obtain a pass), protects agility and other park equipment, and may provide a reduction in the insurance fees. (e.g. In one park a system installed in 2 sally port entry gate systems (prison double gated style entries, chain link fencing with magnetic latch system & card reader) is approximately $3831, or $6500 for 2 entry gate systems and 500 key fobs (with a price break for additional keys). (e.g. SecuraKey.com)

Small/large dog enclosures: Small dog side typically has a 30lb limit and takes up approximately ¼ size of large dog side. Ideally has a removable (yet sturdy and fully-enclosed) separation for special events or maintenance. Reduction of visibility between large and small dog sides via wood slots in fence, for example, may decrease fence aggression or desire to escape. There should be a space separation between entrances to the large and small dog enclosures (see Redwood Shores design- Concord’s Newhall Community Park has a shared entryway, which could lead to accidents).

Safe location: not isolated, yet protected from arterial traffic and environmentally friendly. There should be no steep cliffs or other hazards, such as foxtail grass, poison oak, and other dangerous plants (lists of poisonous plants provided on http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/dogs/plant_cat.html, http://www.uexplore.com/health/poisonplants.htm, and http://www.hsus.org/ace/11777). It should also be free of broken bottles and glass, used syringes, and used condoms, etc. Its location and boundaries should be clearly marked.

Surface: Grass: preferred by most owners and dogs because of softness (allowing for adequate exercise and safer falls) and aesthetic appeal. Design of park should attract play and rest for owners and dogs in a widespread area to prevent scorching of grass (via traffic and urine). Strong drought- and wear-resistant varieties should be used, and preferably well-established and rooted grass to reduce the amount of repair and maintenance needed (Concord’s Newhall Community Park and Pleasant Hill’s Paso Nogal Park appear to have resistant grasses, Seal Point Park in San Mateo will try a mixture of 3 native grasses that need no watering- Idaho fescue, Annual Ryegrass ( Lolium multiflorum Lam.), and Creeping Wild Rye (leymus triticoides), but they are unsure of its resistance to foot traffic/dog urine). If possible, measures should be taken to prevent attraction of flying insects. Decomposed granite- fine consistency, use around the entrance, watering areas, and possibly center of field where the traffic is greatest (Seal Point Park designed a serpentine path through the center of grass and around the perimeter for better handicapped access). Walking paths are used along perimeter of large parks (often through wooded area). Cement (with drain, but inadequately sloped) is used under watering area at Concord’s Paw patch at Newhall Community Park. (see design for Palmetto Bay Dog Park for landscaping ideas) (Anecdote from Offleashdogs List Server: “Our 4-acre park is doing nicely with grass and trees, but our 1.85 acre park did not fare as well (pictures at fidocarolina.org).”)

Sprinklers/Lawn maintenance: Park is typically closed one day per week for maintenance, and on any day with inclement weather (so grass is not torn up in mud). The water requirement for sprinklers is usually decreased in the rainy season.

Adequate drainage: To prevent mud puddles (harming ground cover), particularly near human/canine water fountains and rinse stations.

Water fountains: sizes for adults, children and disabled, and canines (combo human/canine fountains available, for example at http://www.mostdependable.com and http://www.plumbingsupply.com/petfountains.html)

Cleaning/rinse station: (e.g. Point Isabel) Needs appropriate ground cover (e.g. cement) and drainage. Helpful for heat, first aid, mud/dust.

Shade for dogs and owners: (overhangs, trees, gazebos, etc.) Trees (particularly old, well-established trees) are ideal for the ability to absorb surface moisture by their root systems and adding aesthetic appeal (e.g. Paso Nogal Park in Pleasant Hill). Most owners (and, therefore, their dogs) gather under whatever shade is available while at the park (putting strain on ground cover in that area). Gazebos should be able to be relocated by a group of people as the 
surrounding areas of grass get worn down. Trees should be placed on the eastern outside perimeter to protect from the morning sun, with a few shade trees on the eastern side of the park. Outside placement allows young saplings to survive (avoiding climbing by children and digging by dogs) and it makes for fewer in-park obstacles after they have matured. Trees on the perimeter should be tall at maturity and fast growing (they aren't for shading the ground beneath them). Having an open area with fewer trees will attract visitors in the winter when shade is unnecessary. For multiple enclosures, trees should be placed east to west to incorporate them into both enclosures.

Park benches: For the elderly, also very popular with most owners given local climate. Wood is preferable to metal as it is not as damaging to dogs that run into them, and the design/surface should be incapable of allowing a dog’s appendage to get stuck in a narrow slot typical in the design of park benches. They should not be placed too close to entrances (concentrating activity there), and there should be a maximum amount placed in shady areas (unlike Newhall Community Park in Concord- most owners sit in dirt under the minimal amount of shade provided). In addition, a supply of moveable plastic chairs (kept near the entrance and locked up when the park is not in use) can increase use of less popular park areas.

Picnic tables: If desired, although food is preferably not allowed in the enclosure.

Nearby parking: This is particularly important for handicapped/elderly park users, and should not interfere with or disturb neighbors.

Handicapped-accessible (and user-friendly): should comply with American Disabilities Act requirements.

Covered waste receptacles: Placed at various locations around the park, perhaps with a locked gate by each for easy maintenance. There should be some located near the entrance. Hand sanitizing area (e.g. spray used at pet stores prior to handling pets) would be nice addition at these locations.

Dog-Mitt dispensers: Placed at various locations around the park, with some near the entrance. (e.g. http://www.pickupmitts.com, http://www.leisuremore.com/DogParkSolutions/dogparks.htm, http://www.dogtoilet.com/bags.htm, http://www.parktrades.com/buyersguide/default.asp#parksdog, http://www.dogipot.com, http://www.oopsipooped.net, http://www.doggy-bag.com, http://www.crownproductsonline.com/products01A.html- complete waste station for $299 + s&h (mention Offleashdogs List Server message for 20% discount), with 1 aluminum sign ("Clean up after your pet"), 1 8 ft. green steel channel post, 1 green metal dispenser, 1 10 gallon waste receptacle with retainer bands, 2 rolls of 400 bags) 

Waste scoopers: Placed at various locations around the park, with some near the entrance (locked up while closed).

Signage: Clear, concise and aesthetically pleasing, specifying park hours and rules of entry (may be easiest to include a number of rules without being overly wordy by using pictures with circle/slash).

Bulletin board: Located near an entrance. Used for pamphlets (with dog park behavior tips, for example), event listings, raising public awareness, announcing training classes, park user group information. There should preferably be an area that allows users to post notices, as well as one that is locked for group/city postings.

Safety area: Located near entrance, with human and canine first aid kit, high pressure water hoses, water bottles, animal repellant (http://www.pluspuppy.com/protection.htm and http://www.gentleleader.com/pages.cfm?id=13), parting sticks (http://www.pbrc.net/breaksticks.html) for diffusing dog fights
Evening light fixtures: Automatic or timed (like tennis courts), until 9pm? (e.g. Foster City dog park, open until 10pm). For safety, particularly in winter and to decrease criminal activity

Restrooms: ADA compliant and within reasonable distance of the park (for the elderly and handicapped).

Accessible public phone: Increase safety for elderly, children, women, individuals. Post listing for hospitals, Animal Control, Police Department, as well as proper procedure for contacting these departments (under what circumstances).
Lockable storage shed: To hold equipment to repair holes, torn fences, maintain lawns, etc.

Digging area/sandbox: To prevent dogs from digging in rest of park.

Community chest: Lockable during closure, holds toys, water buckets, etc.

Pool/pond with beach: e.g. Mill Race Park, Utah. Redwood Shores has a 4-5 Ft. concrete square surrounded by a border of 1-2 inch pebbles and a metal or plastic partition from the grass surface, consider where water from rinsing would be done. Some parks have kiddie pools available for use.

Exercise accessories: Agility equipment: Permanent fixtures or ability to lock up when park is closed preferable. Located in separate enclosure from large and small dog areas. (e.g. Drigon Dog Park, Union City, CA) (http://www.affordableagility.com/home.htm and http://www.contractcon.com/fido/comp_main1.html); Bales of straw: for stacking so dogs can jump on, run through, etc.

Cooling off/Time-out cage: Structure designed to confine rough dogs (e.g. Mitchell Park, Burlingame dog park). Useful if dogs are left alone at park (but this should not allowed), otherwise probably not used much (owners would probably prefer to leave the park). 

Diagrams: See attached diagram for Palmetto Bay Dog Park, in Hilton Head, NC. Also a few diagrams of entryways at http://home.earthlink.net/~ejlmp/dpd.html.

Example Local Grassy Parks

Concord- The Paw Patch: Newhall Community Park, Turtle Creek Road & Ayers, from Walnut Creek take Ygnacio to Ayers, left on Ayers and left on Newhall Park Sign, couple blocks past Cal State Hayward on Clayton (2.5 acres)

Pleasant Hill- Paso Nogal Park: Paso Nogal Road at Morello Avenue

Richmond-Point Isabel: Isabel Rd, Central Ave exit off 580 or Interstate 80, go west to the entrance

Additional Resources
Manual:

"So You Want to Build A Dog Park? A Comprehensive Guide for Municipalities and Private Entities", 4th ed., 284-pages, $55.00 priority mail via personal check payable to Susyn Stecchi, c/o Dog Parks USA, 533 N Pine Isle Drive, Orlando, FL 32833-2880.

Papers:

"Planning Parks for Pets," National Recreation and Park Association, $17.50, tel: 703-858-2190. 

"Companions in the Park: Laurel Canyon Dog Park," Landscape, Vol. 31, No. 3, 1992.

"Dog Parks and Their Benefits," Humane Society of the United States, tel: 202-452-1100.

"Lassie Go Home," Mary Battiata, Washington Post Magazine, May 30, 1999.

"Public Open Space and Dogs," www.petnet.com.au/openspace/frontis.html

"The Case for Space: An Analysis of Off-Leash Recreation Areas in Los Angeles," www.freeplay.org/casefo.html

Videos:

"The Point Isabel Video Project;" $12, check to Point Isabel Video; Mitch Baum; 3871 Piedmont Ave.; Oakland, CA 94611.

"Your Dog Off Leash" Santa Barbara DogPac, 5290 Overpass Road, Suite 123; Santa Barbara, CA 93111; (805) 967-1111; dogpacsb@yahoo.com; a donation would be appreciated.

Catalog:

Delta Society: 1.800/869.6898; www.deltasociety.org
Library of Dog Park  Rules and People and Dog Etiquette

Post park rules on signs clearly at the park's entrance, worded as simple and straightforward as possible. Also have them available on handouts (and post on bulletin boards near entrances) such as brochures and small cards: these should better explain the rules to ensure their enforceability and allow new park users to review them in depth at home. I have listed a collection of the rules found at a number of dog parks across the country below (clearly not all will fit on an easily readable sign, but may be added to the primary rules in the brochures, for example). Also, there are simpler ways to word the rules listed below, but I’ve included thorough explanations with them here.

1. Owners must clean up after their dogs, including picking up and disposing of all dog feces, even outside the off-leash area, and dispose of waste properly in the designated on-site containers. (If waste is not easily scoopable, dispose of what you can in a waste receptacle, and use the material provided to cover the remaining waste.) Failure to do so can result in a fine up to $___.__(?).
2. Park users should clean up after themselves, including cigarette butts and other trash (both quite tempting to dogs): garbage cans are provided.

3. The park is open to the public during the hours of ___ am to ___ pm (6am-10pm?). No trespassing after hours.

4. Have your dog under control and within sight at all times. At no time should an owner leave the run without their dog(s). Do not accept responsibility for someone else's dog at the park, as you may not have the same level of control over them as they do, or as you do your own.
5. You must be able to reach or recall your dog when necessary, even around other dogs, in crowds, around skateboards, etc. Training your dog in basic obedience is highly recommended prior to bringing your dog to the park. Keep in mind that obedience training is an ongoing task and requires a committed owner willing to take this work on as part of their lifestyle. When trying to recall your dog, do not instigate a game by chasing your dog- instead call its name while walking away. Do not send mixed (angry) signals with your body while asking a dog to “come,” and practice “come” often, not just when you are leaving the park.
6. Owners must carry a leash at all times. Dogs should be leashed before entering and prior to leaving the park.

7. Let your dog off-leash as soon as you enter the park. Leashed dogs may feel threatened and growl or bark when off-leash dogs greet them. Alternatively, leashed dogs, and their humans, often display body language and behavior that is threatening to the free dogs and may provoke them to counter-defend. Only leash your dog for temporary control to redirect its activity or prior to exiting the park.
8. At least one gate must be closed and securely latched at all times. Any gate not currently in use must be closed and securely latched. Do not open a gate if a dog is loose between the entry gates, wait until the entryway is clear. Ensure each gate closes behind you before you enter the next one: visually check all gates before unleashing your dog. 
9. Owners are legally responsible for their dogs and any injuries caused by them. If your dog inflicts an injury, whether due to play or aggression, exchange your name and phone number with the other dog owner before leaving the area. Report to law enforcement any handlers who refuse to take responsibility for damages/injuries and who are endangering the safety of others.
10. The City of Antioch [and the Group for East County K9 Off-leash Space (park group), a private, non-profit organization,] reserve the right to refuse admission and/or to evict any person from the park grounds and assumes no liability for any accidents, injuries, loss or theft occurring to any person or animal on park property.
11. California State Law requires all dog bites to be reported to the Police Department Animal Control Bureau at (925)___-____ (779-6989 Animal Control or 778-2441 Police Dispatch 24-hour Non-Emergency?) Owners are liable for any injury or damages caused by their dog and are fully responsible for their actions.

12. Dog owners who fail to comply with any of the established rules and regulations will be subject to revocation of their park pass. 

13. For safety reasons, please remove pinch (prong) and spike collars from your dog prior to entering the dog run. Many dogs and puppies have been injured by playing with another dog wearing a pinch collar. A basic flat buckle collar (with city license, Rabies, and identification tags) is recommended.

14. To help prevent dog fights, owners are encouraged to inquire about any dogs already in the run which are unfamiliar to them, prior to entering the run. Observing dogs' body language is also recommended.

15. Playing fetch with your dog can cause competition for space and toys. Toys brought from home cause the most frequent problems. Tennis balls may transmit disease and infection.

16. Do not bring rawhide or food into the dog run as dog fights may result. Small, bite-sized training treats are permitted, but food in bowls and long-lasting chews are prohibited. 

17. Have drinking water readily available for your dog before and after exercise. If water is not available at the park, bring ample water for your dog. It is a good idea to do this regardless in case of a fountain’s malfunction.

18. No other animals are allowed inside the fenced area.

19. Owners should educate themselves on dog behavior. Ask questions. Be alert for and able to anticipate and prevent unacceptable behaviors, especially dog-on-dog aggression problems. Pay careful attention to the behavioral changes that develop as your dog moves through the changes in its life, particularly once it has reached sexual maturity (typically 1 to 3 years). Research your dog's breed, including the history and original purpose of the breed so you can understand his behavior. A behavior that concerns some may simply be a rambunctious play style, but all park users reserve the right to ask other visitors to cease any activity that makes them uncomfortable. Leash up and leave if your dog is acting in an aggressive manner or having a bad day.

20. Owners should be aware of their dog’s level of socialization with strangers (including both men and women, children, seniors, the disabled, etc.) and other dogs. Use caution when permitting unfamiliar dogs to greet your dog(s). Not all dogs like meeting new dogs. If your dog has not regularly interacted with other dogs, find out how he will react with a few mellow dogs in another neutral environment before forcing him to meet lots of unfamiliar dogs in the park. Check for obedience schools that offer socialization classes for adult dogs. Be sure to socialize puppies (8-16 weeks of age) at a puppy kindergarten class. Early socialization is one of the most important things you will ever do for your dog! 
21. Owners must leash and remove dogs from the park at the first sign of aggression, hostile or combative behavior towards people or other animals. When fighting occurs, act quickly but remain calm and breathe slowly. Do not reach in to break up fighting dogs. Instead, squirt the dogs in the face with a water bottle or hose, distract the dogs by throwing a jacket on them, or if needed use a parting stick to separate the quarrel. Do not yell at the dogs or owners to avoid escalating the fight. Afterward, check for injuries but avoid “praising” your dog for fighting by paying a lot of attention or sympathy to it after the fight. Prevent your dog from posturing (learn what it does when fearful, submissive, hostile, etc.), provoking or packing with other dogs, and being possessive of you or any of its food or belongings.
22. No dogs known to be aggressive towards other dogs or people (or exhibiting any threatening behavior) may enter the run.

23. No bitches in heat (in season) may enter the run at any time.

24. Altering (spaying/neutering) dogs prior to visiting the park is recommended/required? These animals are less prone to fighting.

25. Park equipment (e.g. agility equipment) must be used and left as is.

26. The park’s agility equipment, sandbox, and canine drinking fountains are to be used by the park’s canine visitors only.

27. Report any problems with equipment or facilities to park group member, or call ___________(?) (779-7070 Parks & Recreation Commission).

28. If the dog run is located near local residences, hospitals, schools or libraries, owners should discourage their dogs from barking excessively. In general, barking should be minimized. This is especially important prior to 10AM and after 9PM.
29. Parents are advised not to bring toddlers and small children (less than 12 years old) into the run. If children are permitted in the dog park, they should be under constant supervision and at least 12 years old to be allowed inside. Train your children always to ask permission from the dog owner before approaching an unfamiliar dog. Many dogs have not been socialized to children. Children attract dogs when playing, and are easily knocked over or injured by playing dogs. Children are more susceptible to contracting infections and parasites from touching the ground where animal waste has been located. Supervising a child and a dog at the same time is difficult and puts all park users at risk. Dogs see direct eye contact as confrontational, and children may provoke a dog unintentionally by staring into its face.
30. Ask owners’ permission before approaching unfamiliar dogs.

31. No one under the age of 18 permitted without adult supervision.

32. Dog owners must be age 18 or older to acquire a park pass. 

33. For their safety, children should at no time be allowed to run with, chase after, or scream around dogs in the dog run. Their actions may be interpreted by dogs in the park as those of another dog or wild animal.

34. Bike riding, skateboarding, rollerblading, and rollerskating are prohibited within park grounds.

35. Puppies using the park must be at least four months old and have received their complete round of vaccinations.

36. Puppies and dogs must be fully immunized, healthy (have no contageous conditions or diseases), and parasite-free (both internally and externally).

37. It is highly recommended/required that all puppies and dogs entering the park are being currently treated with heartworm medication and flea control. 

38. Puppies and dogs must be properly licensed, and wear a collar and identification tags at all times.

39. A maximum of ___ dogs and ___ people are allowed at any one time on park grounds. The capacity of a single-use area shall be 400 square feet per 1 (one) dog. Thus, a single-use area of 1 acre (43,500 square feet) shall have a recommended occupancy of 108 dogs inside the area at any one time. This is a recommended occupancy, and owners are responsible for ensuring proper interaction of their dogs regardless of the dog occupancy.

40. A maximum of 2 dogs per owner per visit is allowed at any time on park grounds.

41. Visitors must observe the posted park rules for the safety of everyone and every dog. Violators will be subject to removal from the park and suspension of park privileges. Complaints about you or your dog threaten the success of the park.
42. Please refrain from smoking within park grounds.
43. First time visitors to the park are recommended to come without your dogs at non-peak times (e.g. early morning (before 9am) on weekdays) to reduce stress for both you and your dogs. Familiarize yourself with how the area works and its posted rules. The first few times you take your dog, visit during non-peak hours, keep it short and happy, and gradually work your way to longer visits. 

44. For the safety of all other park users, don't allow your dog to dig holes. Holes created by dogs must be filled.

45. It is recommended that park users keep moving to different locations around the park, avoiding congregation at the entrances and keeping the off-leash area neutral territory. Walking defuses defensive behaviors, and your dog is more likely to pass by another dog with just a sniff-sniff rather than a stare-down. Avoid the temptation to stand around and chat in a stationary position. This can cause the dogs to become protective of their people and their space, making scuffles more likely to occur. 
46. Park users should prevent their dogs and children from interacting or interfering with wildlife.

47. Glass containers and alcohol are prohibited.

48. Sign in when you visit the off-leash park. We want to count your visit for our records, documenting our large and diverse user group, in the hope that we may allocate additional recreational space for more off-leash sites.
49. Turn off water after use.

50. Extend common courtesy to all other users. This includes not letting your dog jump on or annoy other park users. Cooperation between dog owners is essential.
51. All rules are pursuant to Chapter ____ of City Code.

52. USE THE PARK AT YOUR OWN RISK!
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